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THE BOOK OF FIRST CORINTHIANS

Lesson #1: An Introduction to the Epistle

Paul: the Missionary-Apostle to the Gentiles
Approximately 55 A.D.
Written from Ephesus, not Philippi

laboring 18 months (Acts 18).

Written to respond to reports of division in theuoth and to give practical answers
to a number of questions and concerns of the church

The Life of the Local Church.

OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION: Salutations and Thanksgiving (1: 1-9)

UNIT
UNIT
UNIT

The Division in the Church (1: 10-4: 21)
The Disorders in the Church (5: 1-6: 20)
The Difficulties in the church (7: 1-15-15: 58)

CONCLUSION: Practical and Personal Matters (16: 1-24)

THE INTRODUCTION:
Salutations and Thanksgiving

The Salutations (1: 1-3)

A.

The identity of the writer disclosed (1)

1. Paul:  an Apostle of Jesus Christ

2. By the will of God.

3. And Sosthenes, our brother

The readers addressed (2)

1. To the Church of God in Corinth

2. To those sanctified in the Christ Jesus

3. To the saints by calling

4, To all who call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
The greeting (3)

1. “Grace” and “peace”

2. From God our Father and the Lord, Jesus Christ

The Thanksgiving (1: 4-9)

TIOMMOOW>

For the grace of God given you in Jesus Chrdgt. (

For your enrichment in everything-speech and Kedge. (5)
For the testimony of Christ being confirmed inuy(6)

For you not lacking in any gift. (7)

For you eagerly awaiting the revelation of the Ldi®)

For your conformation to the end. (8)

For your blamelessness in the Day of the Lord. (8)

For God's faithfulness (9)

For your calling into the fellowship with God’s SA9)

Written to the Church in Corinth; a Roman Colonygading city of Greece and a
commercial center. Paul found this church on Afsyissionary journey [50 A.D.],
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Unit 1: Divisions in the Church
Lesson #2: An Appeal to Unity

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-31
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 1: 10

PROPOSITION:  Because our true allegiance is to Chris we must never let our loyalty to

human leaders or human wisdom divide us or cause s fight one another.

The Divisions over Human wisdom and Leadershigi: 10-17a)
A. The appeal to be in unity10)

1. The basis of the appeal- for Christ’'s sake
2. The essence of the appeal:
a. Be united in the message you proclaim (speech)
b. Be united in the beliefs you embrace (mind)
C. Be united in the purpose you foster (judgment)
B. The contentions over human leadership rebyked3)
C. The insignificance of the human agent of baptisti7a)

Human Wisdom Contrasted with the Wisdom of God(1: 17b-25)

The preaching of the gospel is our primary cagllin7)

Preaching the gospel in human wisdom robs Ckrd#ath on the cross of its powgar,)

The preaching of the cross is foolishness tddsie but it is God’s power to the saverh)
God has made foolishness out of human wisdoer0)

God made it impossible to know Him through humasdom, but chose instead to save
those who believe through the foolishness of thesage preache(1)

The preaching of Christ crucified is a stumblbtgck to Jews who require a sign and it is
foolishness to Gentiles who seek wisdgmm, 23)

G. To the called the preaching of the cross is Bait’s wisdom and God'’s power; for God’s
foolishness is wiser than men and his weaknessasger than mer24, 25)

moowz

n

Human Wisdom and Power Don't figure in God’s Choices(1: 26-31)

A. Not many are called who are favored or privilegee)
B. God has chosen to use the underprivileged28)

1. The foolish to confound the wise.

2. The weak to confound the strong.

3. The despised and unwanted to confound the important
C. God has made Christ everything we ne¢ga).

1. Our Wisdom

2. Our Righteousness

3. Our Sanctification

4, Our Redemption

D. He who boasts must boast in the Ldpd, 31)
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Unit 1: Divisions in the Church
Lesson #3: God’s Wisdom

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 2: 1-16
Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 2: 4, 5

PROPOSITION: In the proclamation of truth there should be no attempt to display eloquence

or worldly wisdom, but to simply declare the wisdomof God by the power of
God in a message revealed by the Spirit of God.

God’s Wisdom Preached by God’s Powe(1-5)

A.

Paul's approach as he proclaimed God’s mesgage

1. He did not use eloquence or superiority of speech.

2. He did not use philosophy or worldly wisdom.

Paul’'s aim as he proclaimed God’s mesgage

1. To focus only on preaching Jesus Christ

2. To focus on the significance of His crucifixion

Paul’s attitude as he proclaimed God’s mesggge

1. He had an awareness of his own weakness and inaciequ
2. He had a feeling of godly fear, awe and reverence

3. He had a sense of nervousness

Paul’s ability as he proclaimed God’'s mess@ye

1. His was not the power of human persuasion

2. His was the power and demonstration of the HolyiSpi
Paul’s ambition as he proclaimed God’s mesggge

1. That people’s faith not rest on the wisdom of men

2. That people’s faith rest on the power of God

God’s Wisdom Spoken as God’s Mystery6-9)

A.
B.
C.

God'’s wisdom is spoken to the spiritually mat@e
God’s wisdom doesn’t belong to worldly philosogsdiec)
God’s wisdom doesn’t appeal to worldly rulegs)

1. They are losing their power and are passing away.
2. They have not understood God’s wisdom.
3. They in their ignorance crucified the Lord of Glory

God’s wisdom, a mystery hidden from the worldsw&od’s mind before time begéan
God’s wisdom is about glorious things that God pigepared for those who love Hia

1. No eye has seen them.
2. No ear has heard them.
3. No mind has imagined them.



lll.  God's Wisdom Revealed by God’s Spirit(10-12)

A.
B.
C.

God reveals His wisdom by His Spiii)
God'’s Spirit knows all about God, just as a mapsit knows all about the mamo, 11)
We've received God'’s spirit, that He may reveals the things He has freely given(1®

IV.  God’'s Wisdom Understood by God’s Peopl¢13-16)

A.

We speak God’s wisdom to those who have God'sit3ps)

1. We don’t use words taught by human wisdom.

2. We use words taught by the Spirit.

Whoever doesn’t have God’s Spirit cannot acdegtings from the Spirit of Gad4)

1. They nonsense to the natural man.

2. He cannot understand them.

3. They are spiritually discerned. (only the Holy 8pian enable one to understand them)

The one who has God’s Spirit has spiritual ins{ghit
1. He is capable of discerning and judging anything.
2. He is not subject to the judgment of the world.
The Scriptures ask relevant questiiss

1. “Who has known the mind of the Lord, that he magtrimct Him?”
2. But we who are spiritual have the mind of Christ.
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Unit 1: Divisions in the Church
Lesson #4: Workers with God

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 3: 1-23
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 3: 9

PROPOSITION:  The Christian worker serves by the powe of God, in the wisdom of God, and

for the glory of God, who will both judge and rewad his labor.

The Christian worker must minister to people on te level in which he/she finds them1-4)

A.

B.

He/she must feed them according to their spirio@turity.

1. Milk for the carnal or babes in Christ
2. Solid food for the spiritual.

He/she must recognize the signs of immaturity ardality.

1. Jealousy and strife
2. Division and leader-worship

I. The Christian Worker is a servant and mustn’t take credit for the growth of the church. (5-7)

A.
B.
C.
D.

He/she is God's instrument for bringing peopldaith.

He/she does the work that is assigned him/hehéy ord.

He/she may plant the seed and another may wabertionly God can make it grow.
Neither he/she nor the other workers are impartarly God who makes things grow.

lll.  The Christian Worker is judged and rewarded by God. (8-15)

A.

nmooOw

Christian Workers are a part of a team and hhgesame purpose.

Christian Workers will be rewarded accordingteit own work.

Christian Workers are fellow workers with God.

Christians are like God'’s field or building.

Christian Workers must work using the gifts t@aid has given them in building.
Christian Workers must take great care in thekwdbuilding the body of Christ.

1. Christ is the only foundation which can be landl @uilt upon.
2. The materials used to build are important as.well

Christian Workers will have the qualitytbé&ir works judged by God.

1. If his works pass God'’s test, he will be rewarded
2. If his works don’t he will suffer loss, but hentgelf will be saved.



The Christian Worker must respect the temple ofGod. (16-17)

moowz

The Christian is God’s temple, for God’s Spiritlivells him.

The Church is God’s temple, for God’s Spirit diseh the midst of His people.
God punishes those who destroy His temple.

The Christian as God'’s temple is holy and sacred.

The Church as God'’s temple is holy and sacred.

The Christian Worker cannot boast of hidder wisdom or work. (18-23)

OMMUOm»

He/she must not think that he/she is wise by #rld’s standards.
Worldly wisdom is foolishness in God'’s sight.

God catches the wise in their craftiness.

God knows that the thoughts of the wise aredutil

There should be no more boasting about men.

All leaders are servants of the people of God.

The people of God belong to Christ and Chrisbihg$ to God.
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Unit 1: Divisions in the Church
Lesson #5: God’s Servants

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 4: 1-21
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 4: 1

PROPOSITION: Christian leaders are God'’s servants ad must be faithful to Him because He
is the one who will judge their labor, as they endwe hardships and lead the
people of God.

Christians Leaders must be regarded as God’s seants. (1-5)

A. They are stewards of mysteries of Gag.
B. They are required to be faithful and trustwortbyHim. (2)
C. Their judgment belongs only to the Lo(gts)

1. They are not to be judge by the court of the ioudgbinion.
2. They are not even to judge themselves, excemphiexag their conscience before God.
3. They will be judged by the Lord, Jesus Christ Hilhse

a. Any judgment before His coming is premature.

b. He will bring to light the hidden things.

C. He will disclose the motives of people’s hearts.

d. He will give people their proper recognition.

Il. Christian leaders endure great hardships as God servants(6-13)

A. They must deal with arrogance on the part of pe@p-8)

1. Some take pride in one person over against anothe
2. Some take pride in what they have.
a. We are all the same regardless of what we have.
b. We all received whatever it is that we have.
C. We cannot truly boast about what we have received
3. Some take pride in their favored status and cir¢antes.
B. They endure shame and suffering as God’s servarits)
1. They endure shame as God’s servants.
a. They are given the least status.
b. They are like men condemned to die
C. They are made a public spectacle
d. They are seen as weak, dishonored fools for Christ
2. They endure suffering as God'’s servants.

a. They endure the hardship of need: hunger, thieltedness, and homelessness.
b. They endure hardship of toil and manual labor.

c. They endure the hardship of persecution and insults

d. They endure being treated like the scum of theneart



[ll.  Christian leaders as God'’s servants nurture asa father. (14-21)

moowz

They warn children to whom they are accountat.
They remind children to whom they are accountable
They urge children to follow their example6)

They employ other siblings to assist in the nungir{17)
They discipline children who are rebellious or uprgis-21)
1. Some children will misbehave when the father isyawa

2. The father must deal with them when he returns.
3. Their actions and attitude will determine his didicie.



BIBLE STUDY SERIES
Rev. Dr. Darryl B. Starnes, Sr., Instructor
THE BOOK OF FIRST CORINTHIANS

Unit 2: Disorders in the Church
Lesson #6: Immorality in the Church

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 5: 1-13
Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 5: 9-11

PROPOSITION:  Professing Christians who engage in immrality must be disciplined by the

V.

VI.
VII.

VIII.

church; and if they do not repent, they must be exglled from the church.

A Horrible Sin in the Church (1)

A. Sexual immorality in the Church
B. A sin unusual among non-Christians
C. A case of incest

The Church’s Improper Response to this Sin(2)

A. Pride and arrogance
B. Lack of mourning and shame
C. Failure to expel the guilty party

Paul instructs the Church even though he is nofpresent physically, but spiritually. (3-5)

A. They are to call a Church Meeting.
B. They are to hand the guilty party over to Satan.

1. For the destruction of his flesh
2. That his spirit may be saved on judgment day

Paul scolds them for their pride and boasting(6)

Paul explains to them the contagious nature of imorality. (6)
Paul warns them to get rid of the immoral person (7)

Paul urges them to celebrate the New Passovef €hrist. (7, 8)

A. Not with the old leaven of malice and wickedness.
B. But with the unleavened bread of sincerity amthtr

Paul reminds them of his previous command notto associate with immoral people(9-11)

A. He did not mean to include the immorality of thisrld, for that would be impossible.
B. He meant for them not to associate with profegs§ihristians who continued in immorality
C. They are not even to eat with immoral Christians.

Paul teaches that we are not to judge those outke the Church; God will judge them.(12, 13)

Paul teaches them that we are to discipline those the Church; and that discipline
sometimes includes expulsior12, 13)
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Unit 2: Disorders in the Church
Lesson #7: Legal Disputes and Moral Laxity in theChurch

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 6: 1-20
Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 6: 3, 20

PROPOSITION:  Because Christians have been made newylihe Spirit of God and belong to

Him, they should be able to handle their own disp@s and live lives that
glorify God.

Legal Disputes in the Church(1-8)

A.

Christians should be able to handle their owipuatiss.(1-3)

1. Christians will judge the world2)

2. Christians will judge angel§3)

3. Christians should settle the matters of this (i#e3)

Those with no Church standing should not haveettde matters between Christia(ss)

1. It is a shame for the church to lack someone gamosettle disputes between Christiab)s.
2 It is a shame for a Christians to have to takdnastians to court before unbelievegs.7)

3. It would be better to be wronged or cheated, tbaake another Christian to court.

4 It is a shame for Christians to wrong and chieait town brothers and sisters in Christ.

I. Moral and Laxity in the Church. (9-20)

A.
B.

The wicked will not inherit the Kingdom of Go¢®, 10)
Christians have been changed from that lifestyle.

1. They have been washed by the blood of Christ.

2. They have been sanctified by the Spirit of God.

3. They have been justified in the name of Christ.

Christian liberty does not mean moral licerise20)

What is legal for me may not be beneficial to me)

What is legal for me may be enslaving to me)

Although the body is temporal, it wasn’t made fexwsal immorality, but for the Lord13)
God not only raised Christ’s body, but will alsiseaour bodies through His power4)
The Christian’s body is part of the Christ’'s Boths-17)

a. The Christian should never take a part of Christdy and unit it with a prostitute.
b. A Christian who has sex with a prostitute beconmeswith her/him.

c. He who joins himself/herself to the Lord is onehwitim.

6. The Christian must flee sexual immorality in orttetive a life that glorifies God18-20)
a. The immoral person is sinning against his/her oatyb
b. The Christian’s body is the Holy Spirit's temple.

c. The Christian doesn’t belong to himself/herselfshe has been bought with a price
and must glorify God in his body.

aRwN e
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #8: Marriage versus Single Life

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 7: 1-40
Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 7: 1, 2

PROPOSITION:  Although there are advantages to both rmarried life and single life; the
Christian should learn to be content in the staten which God calls him or her.

Advise on Marriage (1-16)

A. Although it is good for one to remain single, giegle life is not for everyonét, 2, 6-9)
1. Because of the temptation to immorality eachgersan have his/ her own spouge.
2. Not everyone has the gift of celibacy).
3. If the single can remain unmarried they shouldalgs)
4, If the single struggle with control, they can maragher than burn with passiqm)

B. Spouses are to be totally devoted to each othey.
1. They are to fulfill their conjugal rightg3)

2. They no longer have full rights to their own bodiest must share them with the spouse
3. They must not deprive each other of conjugal righjs
a. Except by mutual consent.
b. Only for a short period of consecration.
C. Quickly resume the rights of marriage to avoid teatipn.
C. Marriages must be honoregdo, 11)
1. Wives must not leave their husbangs)
2. Husbands must not divorce their wivas.)
3. If one divorces the spouse, one must remain unethai be reconciled to that spouse.
D. Marriages with unbelievers must also be honoged16)
1. The unbelieving spouse, who wants to stay, moisbe sent away or divorced2, 13)
2. The saved spouse might lead the unbelieving gpimusalvation and sanctification4, 16)
3. The children might also be won to the Lord ad.w#d)
4 If the unbelieving spouse leaves, the saved spsusader no bondageéLs)

I. The Challenge of Contentment.(17-31)

A. Contentment with One’s Personal Situati@ri-24)
1. Contentment with One’s gifts and calling7)
2. Contentment with One’s religious standilg, 19)
3. Contentment with One’s social stat(em-23)
4, Contentment with One’s present stéte)
B. Contentment with One’s Family Situatiqps-28)
1. Contentment with the present state of family lifs)
2. Contentment with marriage7a)
3. Contentment with single life27b)
4, Contentment with the fact that either state is ptatge to God(28a)
5. Contentment with the fact that marriage bringsaktrallenges and problenizsb)



C.

Contentment with One’s Service in the Lord’s W@ek-31)

1. Because time is short, our opportunities for seytire Lord are also limitegz9a)
2. Those who are married must stay as free as pogeinilee Lord.(29b)

3. Happiness or sadness or wealth should not keemarfyom doing God’s work30)
4, Those who deal in worldly goods must not becomelpwacupied with them(31)

lll.  The advantages of Single Life.(32-40)

A.

The single Christian can devote himself or hdrgglly to the Lord’s work.(32, 34b, 35)

1. He or she is free from the worries of married lif2)

2. He or she can focus totally on pleasing the Ld38) (

3. He or she can dedicate both body and spiriteéd_tird and His work(34b)

4. He or she can give himself or herself completeltod’s service without reservatiqns)
The married Christian is pulled in two directio(ss, 34)

1. They must concern themselves with worldly matfbosv to please their spouse).

2. They must also concern themselves with how taggéhe Lord and serve Him.

The Christian who decides to get married hasimoted.(36)

The Christian who decides to remain single hasimmed(37)

Christians who choose single life have done begeause in many ways they will be
more useful to the kingdom of Gads)

A Christian can remarry only after his or herisgmdies(39)

A Christian should only marry another Christi&ag)

A widowed or single Christians may be happier orengseful if they stay singl¢10)
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #9: Love versus Liberty

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 8: 9

PROPOSITION:  The Christian who has knowledge of theruth must love God enough to limit

his own liberty; in order to avoid becoming a stumkting block to the weak.

The First Question: Shall We Eat Food Offered tddols? (1a, 4-6, 8)

A.
B.
C.

Christians know that idols stand for somethinat tthoes not really exis@)
Christians know that there may be many so cédtieds” or “lords” who are man-made)
Christians know that there is only one God, tathér.(6)

1. The Father, who is Creator of all things
2. The Father, for whom we live

Christians know that there is only one Lord, 3eShrist. (6)

1. Jesus Christ, through whom all things were created
2. Jesus Christ, through whom we live

Informed Christians know that food will not helphinder their relationship with Goe)

1. We will not lose anything if we do not eat.
2. We will not gain anything if we do eat.

The Next question: Shall We Be Guided By Knowlede or Love?(1b, 2, 3, 7, 9-13)

OMMUOm»

We all possess some knowledgb)

Knowledge makes us proud and conceiteg).

Love builds us up and helps us to grew)

When we think we know something, we often dokmaiw what we ought to know)
When we truly love God we are known by Gl.

Those that are uninformed may defile their camsmes if they eat food offered to idgis.
We must be careful not to let our liberty becarstumbling block for weak believers)

1 One with a weak conscience may see one anothieg @ad be encouraged to gab)

2. The one with a weak conscience may be ruinedrasugt.(11)

3 By wounding the weak believer we are sinning agdiim or her and Chris{12)

4 If a liberty causes a believer to fall into simattfiberty should be limited by all mearis3)
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #10: Love versus Liberty

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 9: 1-27
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 9: 23

PROPOSITION:  Paul's ministry is an example of one Imiting his own liberty and rights for the
sake of the gospel and the salvation of souls.

Paul's Right to Financial support. (1-14)
A. Authority as a Minister(1, 2)

1. As a free Christian.
2. As an Apostle.
3. As a Pastor.
4. As a Founder and Apostle.
B. Rights as a Ministe(3-5)
1. Support for temporal needs. (Food, drink, etc.)
2. Support for family. (Wife, children, etc.)

C. Grounds for the Minister’s Right of Financial Pyt (5-14)

1. The Example of otherg, 6)

2. The Principle of common rightz)

3. The Teaching of the Scriptures-10) [Deuteronomy 25: 4]

4, The Right of Holy Ministry(11-13) [Numbers 18: 8-24]

5. The Command of the Lord.4) [Matthew 10: 10] [Luke 10: 7]
Il. Paul's Self-Denial and Refusal to Exercise His Rhts. (15-23)

A. He refuses his ministerial rights to gain a reilvars-18)

1. His refusal is voluntary1s)

2. His preaching is by compulsions, 17)

3. His reward is preaching the gospel without chauge

B. He limits his human rights to win the logit9)
C. He limits his Christian rights to the logt0-22)

1. To reach the Jews, he became as a Jew.

2. To reach those under the Law, as one under the law.
3. To reach those without the Law, as one withoutdliae
4, To reach the weak, as one who is weak.

D. He did all things for the sake of the gosjpzd)

lll.  Paul’'s Personal Discipline and Privation. (24-27)

A. The Christian should live and serve to win Gaafize. (24)
B. Strict training and discipline is needezb-27)

1. His prize is eternal and incorruptibies)

2. He must run with determination and purpgse.

3. He must fight to win¢26)

4, He must bring his body under complete conf)

C. Preaching to others, he mustn’t be disqualifi@asklf. (27)
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #11: A Warning about Idolatry

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10: 1-33
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 10: 14

PROPOSITION: Israel's history teaches us about the dngers of idolatry; and that the good of
others and the glory of God should be guidelines fall of our actions.

Most of the Israelites who witnessed God’s powetlid not enter God'’s rest.(1-5)

They all withessed God'’s protection and guidance.

They all witnessed the passing through the sedrptand.

They all were baptized as followers of Moses.

They all withessed God sending manna from he&wvéeed them.
They all withessed God providing water from aked€hrist]

But most of them displeased God and died in tidewess.

I. Their mistakes were recorded that we might learnfrom them. (6-11)
That we should not desire evil things.

That we should not worship idols.

That we should not commit sexual immorality.

That we should not test God’s patience throudlelten.

That we should not grumble or complain.

mTmoow>

moowz

[ll.  Our faith must be in God and not in ourselves.(12, 13)
A. Over-confidence in ourselves often leads usfadla
B. Only God can be trusted to bring us through tetngr.
1. Our temptation is the kind that normally comesédopmie.

2. God never lets us to be tempted beyond what wéean
3. He’'ll always provide a way of escape, so you caguea

IV.  We should avoid all types of idolatry.(14-22)
A. The danger of idolatry14)
B. The significance of sharing in the Communion Meil-18)

1. All who share the cup share in the blood of Christ.
2. All who share the bread are share in the body @isCh
3. All'in Israel who eat the sacrifices share in thara

C. The danger in sharing in food sacrificed to desn@9-22)
1. Foods sacrificed to idols are really sacrificediémnons.
2. We can't share in the Lord’s Table and that of desimo.
3. None of us are strong enough to withstand God’&ang

V. God's glory and the good of others should guideur actions. (23-33)
A. Benefit to and edification of other must guid¢i@gs. (23, 24)
B. Eat freely when there is no danger of offeris®27)
C. Limit freedoms for the sake of others and comamRg28-33)
D. Do everything (eating and drinking) to the glofyGod.(31)
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #12: Propriety in Worship and Sacrament

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11: 1-34
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 11: 1

PROPOSITION:  The respecting of authority in worship services and the proper observance of
Holy Communion are serious matters in the life oftie church.
The Importance of Respecting Godly Leadership¢i, 2)

A. Godly leadership follows Christt)
B. Godly leadership should be recognized and folthw®

I. The Reasons for symbols of Submission to Authoty. (3-16)

A. The Theological Reasors-6)

1. There is an order of authority that God has esthbd.
a. The head of the woman is the man.
b. The head of the man is Christ.
C. The head of Christ is God.
2. Men must worship publicly [preach or pray] with itheeads uncovered showing

submission to their head, Christ.

3. Women must worship publicly [preach or pray] witleir heads covered, showing
submission to their head, man.

B. The Biblical Reaso(r-12)

1. Men must not cover their heads in worship becausg are made in the image of God and
reflects His glory, while women reflect the glorfyroan.

2. Man did not come from woman, but woman came from.ma

3. Man was not created for the sake of woman, but wowes created for the sake of man.

4 A woman’s covering on her head is a symbol of lendp under authority, a fact that
angels notice and rejoice in.

5. Men and women are interdependent: woman may coone finan, but man is born of
woman, both come from God.

C. The Physical Reas@is-16)

1. Common sense teaches us that it is unfitting feoman to pray in public worship with
her head uncovered.

2. Nature teaches us that long hair is a disgraca foan.

3. Long hair is a woman’s pride and glory.

4 This is universally recognized church practice.



lll.  The Seriousness of the Sacrament of Holy Commuan. (17-34)

A.

Problems in the observance of the Lord’s Supp&r22)

1.
2.
3.
4.

Because of failure to follow directions properlye@tings have done more harm than good.
The problem of factions and divisions surfaced.

People were being selfish and inconsiderate ibservance of the Lord’s Supper.

Their actions were more deserving of chastisentet tcompliments.

The Ordinance of the Lord’s Supps-26)

ogkrwNE

The source of the ordinance is the Lord Jesus Himse

The occasion in which it was instituted was thenthigf his betrayal.

The elements of the ordinance are the bread anclihe

The symbolism: the bread is “My body” and the csipnew covenant in My blood.”
The command is “Do this in remembrance of me.”

The celebration is a proclamation of the Lord’stdamtil He comes.

The proper observance of the Lord’s Supfgr34)

Noas

The danger of improper observance: sinning ag#iesbody and blood of the Lord.
Self-examination: the prerequisite to proper obsece.
The punishment for improperly observing the Lor8igoper.

a. Weakness
b. Sickness
C. Death

Self-examination before sacrament can prevent porest.

The purpose of God’s discipline is to prevent asrfibeing condemned with the world.
Demonstrate patience and consideration of othettseimbservance of the Lord’s Supper.
Don't let our meeting bring us condemnation.
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #13: Spiritual Gifts in the Body of Christ

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12: 1-31
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 12: 1

PROPOSITION:  God wants His people to know the truthabout the validity, unity, and diversity

of spiritual gifts in the Body of Christ.

The Validity of the Gifts. (1-3)

A.
B.
C.

The reality of spiritual gifts(1)
The possibility of being misled)
The tests of validity3)

1. The negative criterion- “Jesus is accursed”
2. The positive criterion- “Jesus is Lord”

I. The unity of the Gifts (4-11)

A.

A unity of sourcg4-6)

1. Variety of gifts, but the same Spirit)
2. Variety of ministries, but the same Lots).
3. Variety of operations, but the same G@y.

A. unity of purpose(7-11)

1. The Holy Spirit gives gifts for the common gogn).
2. The Holy Spirit gives gifts to each Christige-10)

a. Wisdom d. Healingg. g. Discernment

b. Knowledge e. Miracles h. Tongues

C. Faith f. Prophecy i. Interpretation
3. The Holy Spirit gives gifts as He willg.1)

lll.  The Diversity of the Gifts (12-13)

A.
B.
C.

In Christ- “unity in diversity” & “diversity in unity.” (12)
The Source o Unity- The Spirit's Baptism and Irediving. (13)
The Importance of Diversity in the Body of Chr{gt-20)

1. The Body doesn’t have just one part, but manispa#s)
2 The Body can'’t function if all parts are the samg17)
3. God has placed the parts in the body as He digsae
4 It takes many different parts to make a one bady20)



The Interdependence of the Parts of the Bodyhoist (21-26)

o g BhWNPRE

Each part of the Body needs the other pazis.

The weakest parts are as necessary as the stgnge
Some parts must be dressed up more than othars.
Those parts which seem least important are valugiale
This avoids division and fosters care of all pges).

The result is shared suffering and shared (zsy.

The Organization of the Body of Chrigt7-31)

All Christians are a part of the Body of Chrigtr)
God has appointed the gifts in the Body of Chrisi),

a. Apostle d. d. Miracles g. Administration
b. Prophets e. Healingh. h. Tongues
C. Teachers f. Helps

All do not have the same giftg9, 30)
Christians should seek the best gifts and pursaientbre excellent way of love1)



PROPOSITION:
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #14: Love: The More Excellent Way

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 13: 13

meaning, purpose, and credibility to all other endavors.

Love’'s Preeminenceg12: 31 — 13: 3)

A.

B.

Love’s Preeminence over spiritual gifs3: 1, 2)

1. The exercise of love excels that of spiritual gifts
a. Tongues d. Knowledge
b. Prophecy e. Faith
C. Wisdom (mysteries)
2. Lack of love makes the exercise of gifts meanirgles
3. Lack of love makes the individual who exercisegffes worthless in God’s sight.
Love’s Preeminence over humanitarian agts.3)
1. The exercise of love excels all humanitarian acts.
a. The acts of charity and philanthropy.
b. The acts of martyrdom and self-sacrifice.
2. Lack of love makes humanitarian acts unprofitable.

Love’s Properties (13: 4-7)

“TIeMmMOOw>

Patient and kind4)

Never envious or jealougt)

Never boastful or prough)

Never rude or selfishs)

Never irritable or resentfus)

Never rejoices in wrong, but always rejoiceshia tight.(6)
Never gives upz)

Always believes(7)

Always hopes(7)

Always endureg(7)

Love's Preeminence (13: 8-13)

A.

nmoow

Love is eternal and will outlast spiritual gifts)

1. The gift of prophecy shall cease.
2. The gift of tongues will disappear.
3. The gift of knowledge will vanish away.

The gift of knowledge and prophecy are imperf@gt.
When perfection comes, the imperfect disapeay.
Maturity requires the putting away childish theng 1)
Visions and knowledge now unclear will then beacl(12)
Of the three lasting qualities, love is the geett13)

The exercise of love as a way of lifesithe highest Christian pursuit and gives
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #15: Spiritual Gifts in Public Worship

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 14: 1-40
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 14: 1

PROPOSITION:  Christians should desire spiritual gifts that edify the Body of Christ; and

should exercise them in a manner that conforms toiblical guidelines.

Prophecy is a spiritual gift that edifies the Chuch. (1-5)

oOowp

m

Christians should make love their greatest gim.

Christians should desire spiritual gifts, @splly the gift of prophecyz)

Christians who speak in tongues speak to Godaradresult help only themselves.
Christians who prophesy speaks God’s messagedple for their edification,
encouragement, and consolation; and as a respltimelentire church3)

Christians who prophesy do a greater work thagelwho speaks in tongues, unless they
interpret for the benefit of the church.

Tongues help the church only when they are intgoreted. (6-19)

TIOMMODO®m>

Communicating in a language that people do ndewstand is useless)

Even musicians must play notes that are recoblaz@a, 8)

Unless someone can understand the meaning ofisvbaid, talking is uselegs-11)
Christians should make use of the gifts thatnaost helpful to the churciu2)

Christians who speak in tongues should prayr@rpretation(13)

When Christians pray in tongues, their spiritygrdut their mind is unfruitful14)

There is a time to pray/sing with our spirit;rénés a time to pray/sing with our minds)
Public prayers and songs edify others as ) .17)

Paul testified that he spoke in tongues in payathile in public worship he spoke words
people could understands, 19)

Christians must be mature in the use of spiritual gifts. (20-25)

A.
B.
C.

Maturity and innocence are importa(zo)
Tongues are a sign to unbelievees, 22)
Prophecy serves the church and can reach unbelig2-25)

Christians must follow rules in the use of spirtual gifts. (26-33)

moowz

Whatever is done must be done for the good ofyeres.(26)

No more than two or three can speak in tonguddfaat must be done one at a tir2g)
There must be an interpreter present or elserthesg speak to themselves and Ges).
Two or three persons may prophesy and every@aenelist listen carefully29)

Persons should speak one at a time; all thingslétbe done decently and in ordgn-33)

Special rules and advises must be respected andeyed. (34-40)

A.

B.
C.
D.

Special rules about women in worship. (34-35)
Those with the gift of prophesy. (36-38)
Encourage prophesy and do not forbid tongue8) (4
Let all things be done decently and in ordem®) (3
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #16: The Certainty and Significance of the ésurrection

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-34
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 15: 20

PROPOSITION:  The resurrection of Christ is the heart of the gospel message and an integral

part of our faith.

The resurrection of Christ is the heart of the gepel.(1-11)

A.

The Saving Power of the Gospgl, 2)

The gospel must be preacheq.

The gospel must be believed and receiyed.

The gospel must be that on which our faith stagqgls.
The gospel saves those who hold firmly tg2ix.

It is possible to believe in vai(e)

OR W

The Saving Message of the Gospel: Jesus Ctaist)

1 His death for our sins, according to Script@®e

2. His burial(4)

3. His resurrection, the3day, according to Scripture)
4 His resurrection appearanes)

a. To Peters)
b. To the Twelve Apostle®)
c. To 500 other followergs)
d. To James, his brothen)
e. To all of the Apostles?)
f. To Pauls-11)
1) He was as one born out of due tin@g.
2) He saw himself as the least of apostigs.
3) He felt undeserving of the title, aposti®.
4) He showed gratitude for grace by working harden thiay apostle0)
5) He stressed the message, not the messenger dgebed faith.(11)

Il. Those who doubt the resurrection do not believéhe gospel(12-28)

A.

If there is no resurrection, Christianity is aato(12-19)

Christ wasn't resurrectedi.3, 16)

Our preaching is worthless and our faith is vain)
We are false witness about Goth)

We are all still in our sing17)

Those who have died in Christ are |@ss)
Christians are worse off than anyone e{s®.

N



Christianity rests on the fact that Christ digkr(20-28)

1.
2.
3
4

Christ did rise as the guarantee that those Wdepsn Him will also be raised to life0)
As death came by one man, Adam; resurrectiord@me by one man, Jesus Chrigt, 22)
Our resurrection will come at His second comi@ag)

After Christ destroys all powers and forces, the @il come and He will give the
kingdom to His Father24-28)

a. He must reign until He conquered all enem(es.
: The last enemy that he destroys is de@t).
c. Everything will be under the rule of the Son, exdée Father, who gave Him
authority.(27)
d. The Son will then put Himself under the power o§ Hiather, who gave Him the
power.(28)

lll.  Refusing to believe the resurrection is foolishand wicked.(29-34)

Tmoow>

It makes baptisms for the dead meaningless.

It makes the risks we take for the gospel sesseahn-32)

It makes the epicurean philosophy seem vedg).

It reveals that bad company ruins good chara@®r.

It reveals the need to be sensible and stopreingsi)

It reveals the need to be ashamed of this lagkoivledge and understand of Gh)
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Unit 3: Difficulties in the Church
Lesson #17: The Mystery of the Resurrection

Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15: 35-58
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 15: 57

PROPOSITION:  Because of the resurrection of Jesus Glst we have the victory over death and

the grave; and shall be given glorious spiritual bdies, which are immortal and
incorruptible.

God gives everything the kind of body He wants ito have.(35-41)

A.

nmooOw

Foolish Questiong3)

1. How are the dead raised up?
2. And with what body do they come?

A seed must die before it can sprout to i)

Wheat and other seeds that we plant are différemt sprouts and plants that come (3g)
God gives each seed its own proper body as Heewiss)

All flesh is not alike; humans, animals, fish ddls have different kinds of bodigs9)
Everything in the heavens and on earth has itsumique body and beauty [glory3o, 41)

1. The sun, moon and stars all have their own unispaeity.
2. Even each star has its own unique beauty.

Our physical bodies will be changed into spiritual bodies.(42-44)

A.
B.
C.

Bodies that are buried are mortal; but those éin@traised are immorta#2)
Bodies are buried are ugly and weak; but thbaedre raised are beautiful and strqag).
Bodies that are buried are physical; but thoaedhe raised they are spiritu@h)

As we have borne Adam’s image, we shall bear @ist’s image. (45-49)

moowz>

The first man, Adam became a living being; thet ladam became a life-giving Spir{t5s)
The physical comes before the spirityas)

The first man is from earth; the second is fraaven(47)

People on earth have a body like Adam; thoseeavean will have a body like Chrigts)
As we have had a body like Adam, so shall we ha#s/e a body like Chris@9)

Through Christ, we’ll have bodies that cannot de or decay .(50-57)

A.
B.

Physical bodies will decay and cannot share id’&kingdom, which lasts forevego)
The mystery of the resurrectiqa1-57)

1. Not everyone of us will die,
2. But we will all be changed.
a. Suddenly- “In a moment”
b. As quickly as “the twinkling of an eye”
C. When the last trumpet sounds
1) The dead shall be raised immortal

2) And we shall be changed



What's mortal must clothe itself with what's immalct
What will die must clothe itself with what cannogd
Then the Scripture will be fulfilled.

a. “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
b. “O Death, where is your sting?”
C. “O graves [Hades], where is your victory?”

6. Sin is what gives death its sting.
7. The law is what gives sin its power.
8 God gives us the victory through Jesus Christ,Laud.

akrw

Everything we do for the Lord is worthwhile. (58)

We must be steadfast. [Stand Firm]

We must be immovable. [Let nothing shake or masie
We must give ourselves fully to the work of thard.
We must know that our work in the Lord is nowain.

oo wp
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The Conclusion of the Epistle
Lesson #18: Practical and Personal Matters
Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 16: 1-24
Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 16: 13, 14

PROPOSITION: Itisimportant for church leaders and members to treat each other with love
and concern as they serve the Lord together.

As Christians we must support God’s work financidly. (1-4)

A. As members we must give as God has blessed, 5.
1. We must give systematicallg)
2. We must give regularly2)
3. We must give proportionatelg)

B. As leaders we must be accountable for all théte (3-4)
1. We must collect them responsib(y, 2)
2. We must account for them accuratedy.
3. We must distribute them faithfullyg, 4)

I. As leaders we must minister to people as God lea us.(5-9)

A. We must go to our Macedoni@)

B. We must go when and where God leadga)s)

C. We must go where there are opportunities for striyi(8, 9)

D. We must go in spite of oppositio)

lll.  As members we must support the leaders that Gogends us(10-18)
We must give friendly welcomes when they corae)

We must not mistreat them while they are with(us).

We must give them our blessings when they leawg.

We must wait patiently for them when they areagiet.(12)
We must demonstrate a Christ-like attitude whn.(13, 14)
1. By keeping alert3)

2. By being firm in our faith(13)

3. By being brave and strongas)

4. By showing love in everything we da4)

F. We must obey and respect them for their authqtisy 16)
1. As they devote themselves to serve God’s peqie.
2. As they work hard with ug16)
G. We must acknowledge and appreciate them for tin@ik. (17, 18)

1. For their ministry to usiy)
2. For their ministry to otherg18)

moowz»

IV.  As Christian we must always care for God’s peo. (19-24)
A. We must always send greetings to God’s pegpbe21)
B. We must always bless God'’s peopie-23)
C. We must always love God’s peopi®?)



